
 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Weekly Events 
 

Bingo every Tuesday @ 6:30pm 

Meat Raffles every Friday @ 5pm 

 

Upcoming Events: 
 

Auxiliary Memorial – October 6, 6:00pm prior to monthly meeting 

Halloween Kids Party – October 31, 5:00pm 

Auxiliary Craft Fair – November 8, 11:00am  

Post Everlasting – November 17, 5:30pm prior to monthly meeting 

SAL Toys For Tots Band – November 29, 3:00pm 

Tom & Jerry Night – December 18, 5:00pm 

Special Needs Christmas Party – December 20, 12:00pm 

Back To The 80’s Party – December 31, 7:00pm 

 

As always, keep your eye on the website, Facebook for updates for more 
information on upcoming events! 

If you need any additional information regarding the upcoming events, meetings, or 
Legion activities. please visit our website at  

www.richarddinglepost98.com 

RICHARD DINGLE LEGION POST 98 

October – December 2025 Newsletter 

 

http://www.richarddinglepost98.com/


 

 

 

Message From The 

Commander 

Dear Members, Volunteers, and Friends 

of Post 98,  

 

As we close out another remarkable 

quarter, I want to take a moment to reflect 

on the incredible energy, dedication, and 

heart that each of you brought to our fall 

events. From Heritage Days to Booyah to 

Oktoberfest, Post 98 was alive with 

community spirit—and it’s all thanks to 

you.  

 

              Fall Highlights  

 

¶ Heritage Days was a resounding 

success, showcasing the best of 

our traditions and the strength of 

our community.  I want to thank all 

the family members and staff for 

making this a great weekend.  

¶ Booya brought warmth and flavor 

to the season—literally. Thank you 

to everyone who chopped, stirred, 

served, and cleaned. It was a true 

team effort.  

¶ Oktoberfest was festive and fun, 

with great food, and camaraderie. 

The hard work behind the scenes 

made it seamless and enjoyable for 

all.  

 

Your volunteer hours, your hustle, and 

your heart do not go unnoticed. Our 

family is the backbone of Post 98, and I’m 

proud to serve alongside each of you.  

 

          Looking Ahead: Gratitude & Giving  

As Thanksgiving approaches, let’s 

remember what makes our Post so 

special—our commitment to each other 

and to those in need. Thank someone at 

the Post, a thank you goes a long way.  

 

     Toys for Tots  

Our annual Toys for Tots drive will be 

starting soon! This is one of our most 

meaningful traditions, and we’re counting 

on your generosity to help bring joy to 

local children this holiday season. Drop-

off boxes will be available at the Post, and 

we’ll also need volunteers to help.  

 

          Christmas Cheer  

I hope each of you enjoys a family-filled 

Christmas surrounded by love, laughter, 

and the warmth of the season. Whether 

you're celebrating at home or with us at 

the Post, may it be joyful and bright.  

 

                         Ring in 2026: Back to the 80’s!  

Get ready to party like it’s 1986! Our New 

Year’s Eve “Back to the 80’s” Bash will 

be a night to remember. Break out the 

neon, tease up your hair, and join us for 

music, dancing, and a toast to the future. 

Let’s start the new year with laughter, 

friendship, and a little retro flair.  

  

Thank you again for your continued 

support, your time, and your belief in 

what Post 98 stands for. I’m honored to 



serve as your Commander and excited for 

what lies ahead. 

  

With gratitude and respect,  

Craig Kittelson  

Commander 

 

 

Post Adjutant 

Membership 

 

I am pleased to inform you that our 

current membership stands at 66.8%, with 

a total of 255 paid members. Please be 

reminded that the dues are $50.00, and the 

2025 membership cards will expire on 

December 31st. 

 

Attend the General Membership Meeting 

for a chance to have your yearly 

membership dues paid by the Post.  

PUFL, Honorary, and BOGO members 

are not eligible.  If your name is drawn 

and you are present, we will cover next 

year's membership. If absent, your name 

goes back into the drawing for next 

month's meeting. Meetings are held on the 

3rd Monday each month. 

 

Volunteer Opportunities 
 

Post 98’s success depends on active 

membership, participation and 

volunteerism. If you would like a 

summary of ways to participate and 

volunteer, which will make an impact in 

the lives of veterans, their families and 

our community. American Legion Post 98 

can share the many ways Legionnaires are 

making a difference in our community. 

 

Hope everyone has a wonderful holiday 

season! 

 

Mike Solei 

Post 98 Adjutant 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Taps – Covering since previous 

newsletter. 
Gary Vaillancourt, 86, passed April 1, 

2025, served in the Vietnam era, Post 
member for 39 continuous years 

 
William Doebler, 81 yrs, passed April 
19, 2025, served in the Vietnam era, Post 

member for 11 continuous years  
 

Barry Parrish, 82, passed May 1, 
2025, served in the US Marine Corps in 

Vietnam era, Post member for 23 
continuous years 

 
Clifford Japs, 80 yrs, passed July 4, 

2025, served in the US Army in Vietnam 
era, Post member for 12 continuous 

years 
 

Norman Olsen, 93 yrs, passed July 5, 
2025, served in the US Navy in Korea 
era, Post member for 58 continuous 

years  
 
 



Mark Oszman, 76, passed August 25, 
2025, served in the US Marine Corps in 

Vietnam era, Post member for 21 
continuous years 

 

Post 98 Honor Guard 
 

We are actively seeking new members to 

join the Post 98 Honor Guard. If you are 

interested or require further information, 

please contact the Post and leave a 

message for John Wright, our Honor 

Guard Coordinator. 

 

Recognition 
 

I would like to take a moment to 

recognize Matt Grimes (SAL member) 

for his continued attention to Zappa’s 

Garden. This is the third year that he has 

taken care and feeding of the garden 

outside the back door of the Legion after 

Bob Zappa’s passing.  I know a lot of 

people enjoy the garden!  Thank you! 

 

Here are a couple pictures of Matt’s work! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Legion Meeting Dates 

Monday, October 20 @ 6pm 

Monday, November 17 @ 6pm 

Monday, December 15 @ 6pm 

Monday, January 19 @ 6pm 

 

Post Service Officer 

Another fantastic summer has come and 

gone. Thank you to all who have helped 

make our events and gatherings such a 

success.  

 

Our Be The One - Buddy Check team of 

volunteers will begin reaching out to our 

membership, checking in, making sure 

our membership knows we care. So, if we 

haven’t seen you for a while, don’t be 

surprised if you get a phone call from the 

team - it is legitimate. If you are curious 

about this project, please check out the 

Post’s new website in the coming months 

- we will have more information as well 

as useful links to other web-based 

information. 

 



I also wanted to make sure membership 

was aware - the fall conference will be 

held October 24-25 in St Cloud this year. 

One of our very own Post 98 members, 

John Kriesel, will be giving the keynote 

speech for the event. It would be great to 

see some of the Post family attend and 

show our support. 

 

As our holiday season begins to ramp up, 

look for announcements and flyers for our 

annual Marine Corps Toys for Tots 

donation drive. The donation box will be 

put into place on November 1st, end date 

to be determined. Our SAL family will be 

hosting another toy drive band night - 

Nov 28th - please come on down and 

support our efforts.  

 

As always, please reach out if you have 

questions or need assistance in connecting 

with your earned benefits. The new 

website will have resources listed and will 

be under frequent review to ensure those 

topics most relevant are at your fingertips. 

You can reach me directly at … 

AL98SO@outlook.com.  

 

In gratitude, 

 

Dani Horan 

Post Service Officer 

 

Post Chaplain 

Greetings To Everyone, 

 

I hope you had a great summer now that 

fall is upon us.  I wish that our elected 

Federal and Local leaders would start 

working with each other.  I would like to 

remind them that we are all equal in God’s 

eyes and for them to tell people and I 

mean “All People” to have a great day. 

 

John Dingle 

Post 98 Chaplain 

 

 

Auxiliary President 

Hello, Auxiliary members & Legion 

family! 

 

A big THANK YOU to everyone who 

helped at the July / August / September 

events: Rummage Sales & Rib Fest, Post 

98 Picnic, Heritage Days, Bingo @ the 

Vets Home, Booya & Bake Sale, and 

more!!! All the planning, preparation, & 

participation that went into the events is 

GREATLY APPRECIATED!!!  

 

Our first, and hopefully “annual”, 

Rummage Sale was a huge success with 

proceeds exceeding $2,000!!! We learned 

a lot and have great ideas for next year’s 

sale! Thanks to all who donated items 

and/or helped throughout the process! 

 

At our August Unit meeting, I challenged 

Jr. Auxiliary President (& Honorary 3rd 

District Jr. Auxiliary President) Mae 

Wright to grow our Junior Auxiliary 

program to 20 members this year, with a 

promise to personally contribute $100 to 

her Jr. Aux. President’s project. 

Challenge accepted!  

 



And speaking of Membership, if you have 

not yet submitted your Auxiliary dues for 

the 2025/2026 year, please do so as we 

want our Unit to lead the way in the “3rd 

District Amazing Race” membership 

challenge! Please don’t let the $39 dues 

fee prohibit you from renewing or joining 

our Unit! Reach out to me or Terri Wright 

if you need help completing sign-up or 

renewal! 

 

Volunteers will be needed to help with 

these upcoming events (sign-up sheets 

will be posted in the bar):  

¶ Children’s Halloween party 

(10/31)  

¶ Craft Fair (11/8)  

¶ Special Needs Christmas Party 

(12/20) 

 

We’d love to see more members attend 

the monthly meetings! Come hear the 

latest updates and bring your ideas to 

share! Next meetings are 10/6 and 11/3 at 

6:30 p.m.  *Also, just before our 10/6 

meeting (~6:00 p.m.), we will hold a 

memorial ritual for any members who 

have passed in the last year. (Family 

members will be invited/welcome to 

attend). In place of our December meeting 

(12/1), we will hold our New Member 

Initiation ceremony. 

 

Regards, 

 

Stefanie Kittelson 

President 

 

 

 

 

 

Auxiliary Meeting Dates 

Monday, October 6 @ 6:30pm 

Monday, November 3 @ 6:30pm 

Monday, December 1 @ 6:30pm 

(New Member Initiation) 

Monday, January 5 @ 6:30pm 

 

Jr. Auxiliary Meeting 

Dates 

Sunday, October 5 @ 6pm 

Sunday, November 2 @ 6pm 

Sunday, December 7 @ 6pm 

Sunday, January 4 @ 6pm 

 

 

S.A.L. Commander 

Greetings Members, 

 

First of all, I want to thank you all for 

making this a great year for the SAL'S.  

 

We have had some amazing events this 

summer. One being battle of the Racks. 

We had a great turn out and you all 

stepped up to make this a great fundraiser 

for the post.  

 

We also had a packed weekend of events 

for heritage days, with the band Friday, 

parade and movie on the patio Saturday. 



Thanks to all who volunteered to make 

these events successful.  

 

Next big event for the SAL'S is our annual 

Toys for Tots drive on November 29th 

with a live band.  

 

Please try to make it to the next upcoming 

meetings to learn more. We would love to 

have as much help with this event.  

 

Thanks again! 

 

Remember to be the one. 

 

Gregg Wilwert 

S.A.L Commander 

 

 

S.A.L. Meeting Dates 

Monday, October 27 @ 6pm 

Monday, November 24 @ 6pm 

Monday, December 22 @ 6pm 

Monday, January 26 @ 6pm 

 

 

 

Legion Riders 

Greetings Post 98 Family. As the "Ber" 

months are coming up shortly so is our 

riding season coming to a close. Some of 

us die hards will still ride at least once 

every month of the year (Think Cookie!) 

I am going to do it as well this season.  

 

We will be attending the Romp at 

Legionville again this year and I would 

like to introduce Dan "No Road Name 

Yet" Deephouse as our newest Road 

Captain. Dan along with Road Captain 

"Stitch" will be planning upcoming rides 

and making sure we and our bikes are 

Road worthy. 

 

As always, meetings are on the 2nd 

Sunday of the month at 5:00pm and we 

will have a Chapter ride on the 3rd 

Saturday of the month. 

 

Stay warm and stay safe! 

 

Ironman 

Riders Director 

 

Riders Meeting Dates 

Sunday, October 12 @ 5pm 

Sunday, November 9 @ 5pm 

Sunday, December 14 @ 5pm 

Sunday, January 11 @ 5pm 

 

 

Gambling Manager 

As a reminder Bingo has started back up 

after taking the summer off and has 

returned on Tuesdays at 6:30 and the meat 

raffle continues Fridays at 5:00.  Pull tabs 

and e-tabs are available during normal 

business hours. 

 

As always thank you for your patronage 

and big thanks to the Gambling 



employees!! Without you we can’t make 

this happen! 

 
Thank you all, 

Mike Solei 

Gambling Manager 

 

 

General Manager 

I can't believe that it is Fall.  This summer 

flew by!  We had a lot of fun this past 

summer, we had Rib Fest Cook-off, 

Heritage Days has come and gone.  One 

of the highlights of Heritage Days was the 

movie on the patio.  We showed the 

Goonies and some of the staff dressed up 

as characters from the movie.  Your 

Commander was Sloth and yours truly 

was Mamma Fratelli!!  Along with Park 

Cafe we did the egg toss and the water 

balloon toss, it is fun to see the young and 

old working as a team.  The tractor pull 

was in front of the Legion and we ended 

the weekend with wrestling in the parking 

lot!!!  Sure Heritage Days wasn't like it 

used to be, but being up at Heritage Park 

has a more family atmosphere!!!!   

 

FALL....hmmmm what does that mean. I 

know to me it means not to FALL back 

into old habits, not to FALL into pity 

parties, not to FALL out of touch with 

family and friends, not to FALL down, 

but if you do pick yourself off and start 

over.  You can also FALL in love again 

with your partner. It isn't a time to FALL 

for gossip, or FALL for rumors.  FALL 

also means to clean up things that need 

cleaning.  Leaves, gutters, gardens...don't 

be afraid to ask for help!!!!    

 

FALL means BOOYA, OKTOBERFEST 

and HALLOWEEN!!!!  I know you 

received this after BOOYA and 

OKTOBERFEST, but I am going out on 

a limb (Hope I don't FALL OFF) and say 

they were both successful!!! 

 

FALL is also the time we thank all of our 

Veterans who have served.  Veterans day 

November 11th is a very important day 

for our Legionnaires.  THANK YOU 

ALL!!!!!!! 

 

The Kids Halloween Party is going to be 

Friday October 31st.  We are having our 

ANNUAL TOYS FOR TOTS campaign 

starting on Saturday November 29th!!!  

SCVR kids Christmas Party is Saturday 

December 6th 12 - 3!  TOM AND 

GERRY NIGHT will be Thursday 

December 18th!! We are planning a NEW 

YEARS EVE back to the 80's party!!!!  

But back to FALL!!!! 

 

FALL means going back to school.  

FALL also means FOOTBALL which 

means VIKINGS to me!!!  We opened up 

early when the VIKINGS were overseas, 

and we are planning a party when the 

VIKINGS take on the GREEN BAY 

PACKERS November 23rd!!!!  I just 

hope that the VIKINGS don't FALL 

apart!!!!   

 

Don't forget to FALL back on Sunday 

November 2nd!!!!   

 

Before I FALL apart, I will take a deep 

breath and say a prayer for all those who 

are hurting, for those who are suffering in 

silence, for those who need help but are 

afraid to ask, for those who feel lost and 

alone.   Like the old commercial of the 



lady who FELL down and couldn't get up, 

we laughed then, but FALLING isn't as 

funny now but remember if you do FALL 

there is always someone to help you up 

physically and emotionally!!!! 

 

Have a wonderful FALL!!!!  SKOL 

VIKINGS!!! 

 

Your sometimes FALLING over to help 

others and not myself General Manager!!! 

 

Colleen 

General Manager 

 

 

Pictures from the Battle of 

the Racks / Rummage Sale 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2025 Post Annual Picnic 

 

 

 

 

Oktober Fest 

 



 

 

 

 
As always, feel free to email either the 
Post or Adjutant at the following email 

addresses: 

 

Post 98 Email Address 
 

post98spp@gmail.com 

 

Post 98 Adjutant Email Address 
 

aladjutant98@outlook.com 

 

Bar Hours 

 

Sunday - Monday 11 am til 10 pm 

Tuesday - Thursday 11 am til 11 pm 

Friday - Saturday 11 am til 1 am 
 

Gambling Booth Hours 

 

Sunday - Monday 11 am til 9 pm 

Tuesday - Thursday 11 am til 10 pm 

Friday - Saturday 11 am til 12 am 

 

328 Grill Hours 
 

Monday - Saturday - 11am to 8pm 

Sunday - 11am - 6pm 
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